Torrens Registration System Explained

The Torrens Land Registration System is a method of registering land ownership and
interests in land, providing a state-guaranteed title to the landowner. A court or land
registry operates the system, with an examiner of titles and a recorder as the key officers.

The landowner files a petition with the recorder to register the land. The examiner of titles
reviews the legal history of the land to determine clear title. The recorder then issues a
certificate of title to the owner, assuming clear title exists. This certificate replaces the
need for tracing the history of title through previous deeds.

Any changes in ownership or interests in the land must be registered with the government
to be valid. The new owner or interested party receives an updated Certificate of Title.

As with any system, Torrens Registration has both advantages and disadvantages. While
reducing the risk of disputes over ownership, Torrens also comes with corresponding

liabilities for the recorder who is verifying the certificate of title.

Its limited adoption in the U.S. has led to a dual approach to land registration in some
recording jurisdictions.

For additional information on the Torrens Land Registration System click here.
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