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 Board of Directors Meeting 

11 a.m., ET, Wednesday, Jan. 19, 2022 

Virtual 

Minutes 

 

Jerry  Lewallen President  Yes 

Annette Hill Vice President  Yes 

Gerald Smith Secretary  No 

Brian Ernissee Treasurer Yes 

Larry Burtness Immediate Past President No 

Sharon Blount-Baker Director-Recorder Yes 

Teresa Kiel Director-Recorder Yes 

Brandon Krause Director-Recorder Yes 

Sharon Martin Director-Recorder Yes 

Elizabeth Blosser Director-Business Yes 

Jana Miyasaki Director-Business Yes 

Penny Reed Director-Business No 

Dan Shmukler Director-Business Yes 

Kyle Quackenbush Director - At-Large Yes 

Marc Aronson Council of Advisors Yes 

Charlie Epperson Council of Advisors Yes 

Carol  Foglesong Council of Advisors Yes 

Mark Ladd Council of Advisors Yes 

Steve McDonald Council of Advisors Yes 

Kelly Romeo Council of Advisors Yes 

Diane Swoboda-Peterson Council of Advisors Yes 

Staci Hoffman Governance Yes 

Ryan Crowley Governance Yes 

John Murphy Membership No 

Liz Kelly Membership No 

Nakia  McFarland Standards & Best Practices No 

David  Rooney Standards & Best Practices Yes 

Brent Blankenship Education No 

Dan Crank Education No 

Michael Miller Communications Yes 

Christie Adams Communications Yes 

Carolyn Ableman PRIA Local Coordinator Yes 

Stevie Kernick Work Group Coordinator Yes 

Jim Thompson Chief Staff Officer Yes 



Call To Order  

Jerry Lewallen called the January 19, 2022, Board Meeting to order at 11:03 a.m. ET. 

Consent Agenda  

A motion was made by Sharon Martin and seconded by Teresa Kiel to approve the January 19, 2022, 

consent agenda as published.  

Old Business 

Membership update and calls to non-renewals update 

Stevie Kernick reviewed the plans to make personal phone calls and noted several board members 

reported back the status of phone calls. Kernick noted 12 additional renewals since phone calls were 

made and that the retention level was currently 86% and numbers are on track to break 800 members 

for the year. 

Strategic Planning   

Lewallen shared the strategic planning group has met and there were 5 topics determined and have 

assigned time slots and facilitators. Kernick noted if anyone is needing assistance with their time, let 

staff know. 

Document Volume Survey – data for 2020 

Jim Thompson shared the document volume survey is complete and waiting on a final draft review 

before it will be sent to board for their final approval. Hope to have by the end of the month. 

Notary Indexing to Prevent Fraud 

Lewallen updated the recent conversations taking place regarding notary indexing to prevent fraud and 

the joint call held with ALTA and PRIA, along with recorders from Philadelphia and Detroit. Lewallen said 

It was a good conversation, however, it was apparent that some things only applied to big counties. And 

while there wasn’t any action needed from PRIA, these situations could shed some light on what other 

counties are experiencing with fraud. Elizabth Blosser agreed the conversation was good and there 

needs to be continued education for counties where its relevant. Lewallen noted the conversation needs 

to move towards overall fraud and not just indexing. Carol Foglesong asked if there was any assessment 

of impact. Marc Aronson noted there wasn’t any report of numbers at this point.  

 

Operating Rules Update 

Lewallen reported that the Governance committee reviewing operating rules has been meeting and 

getting close to wrapping up. There was one topic addressed around transparency that wasn’t accepted 

unanimously by the committee. 

New Business 

20th Anniversary Celebration 

Thompson gave an update on the committee and shared the current timeline for the anniversary 

celebration, including the press release, video from Lewallen, photo collection and infographics. Kernick 

added the celebration continues through August and will be featuring something monthly. 

 

 



Interstate Recognition paper for approval to publish 

Kernick reported the paper had gone out for 30-day comment and no feedback had been received. Style 

committee reviewed and those changed were then reviewed and approved by a joint meeting of the 

working group and style committee.  

 

Martin made a motion, seconded by Dan Shmukler to approve the paper for publishing. Motion passed. 

2022 Winter Symposium  

During a called meeting of the Board of Directors on Jan 14, 2022, a motion was made by Brandon 

Krause and seconded by Brian Ernissee to authorize the PRIA staff to work with the Renaissance Phoenix 

Downtown hotel staff to explore all possibilities and bring options back to the Jan. 19 Board of Directors 

meeting. The motion passed. Thompson reported to the board the hotel was pushing for the association 

to continue to hold the meeting in-person, even if numbers were reduced, and they would work with 

the association on penalties. When the subject of cancellation was brought up, the hotel stated they 

would not consider this a force majeure situation. And with this meeting being a rescheduled meeting 

and with no penalties paid, the hotel wasn’t prepared to discuss what of the current $103,000 penalty 

the association would be liable for, nor would they share any amounts for penalties incurred with 

reduced numbers or if there would be penalties.  

The board expressed concern that there weren’t specific penalty options provided by the hotel for them 

to make an informed decision.  The board continued to discuss the pros and cons of having the event in-

person vs. cancelling the meeting outright. They noted concerns about the financial impacts to the 

association as well as the overall health and wellbeing of those persons who would attend the meeting.  

Following additional discussion, Martin made a motion to renegotiate the contract with the hotel to 

eliminate any penalties if we move to in-person. Seconded by Teresa Keil. Motion passed. They board 

was in consensus that if the hotel won’t negotiate away the penalties, staff can move to discussing the 

penalties associated if the meeting is canceled. Staff will report back to the Board at a called meeting to 

vote on next steps. 

 

Next meeting 

Strategic Planning, Feb. 13-14, 2022, and Board Meeting, Monday, Feb. 14, 2022, 3 p.m., MT (in-

conjunction with 2022 Winter Symposium). 

 

Adjournment 

With no other business to come before the board, the meeting adjourned at 12:22 p.m. ET.  

Jerry Lewallen, president     Jim Thompson, recording secretary 
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PRIA Board of Directors Meeting 

January 25, 2022, 11:30 a.m. ET 

Virtual 

Minutes 

Attendees: Mark Aronson, Sharon Blount-Baker, Teresa Kiel, Jerry Lewallen, Steve McDonald, Diane 

Swoboda Petterson, Dan Shmukler, Annette Hill, Gerald Smith, Jana Miyasaki, Brian Ernissee, Brandon 

Krause, Sharon Martin, Kelly Romeo, Steve Kernick, Jim Thompson 

Jerry Lewallen called the meeting to order at 11:35 a.m. 

Lewallen gave an update on the hotel status and the conversations that Jim Thompson had with the 

Renaissance Phoenix Downtown hotel and noted their willingness to waive penalties for attrition for 

rooms and for not meeting food and beverage minimums. The next question for the Board is to 

determine any COVID protocols for the in-person meeting. 

Thompson shared some options for COVID protocols to potentially include asking attendees to wear 

masks and potentially ask attendees to attest to a vaccination or negative test.  

The board discussed the various COVID protocol options, considering the most stringent requirements 

of requiring mask and vaccines/negative COVID test to having none at all.  

Staff was asked to look at potential spacing during breaks. 

Following further discussion, Brian Ernissee made a motion that COVID protocols for the in-person 

meeting are not to include questions about vaccinations or negative COVID tests, however, will ask 

attendees to wear masks and socially distance. Motion was seconded by Teresa Kiel. Moton passed.  

Staff was asked to share registration numbers with the Board regularly leading up to the Conference. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:02 p.m. ET 
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