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A. COPYRIGHT NOTICE: Copyright © 2025 – Property Records Industry Association (“PRIA”).  All rights 
reserved. 
 

B.  LICENSE:  This completed PRIA work product document (the “Completed Work”) is made available 
by PRIA to members and the general public for review, evaluation and comment only.   
 

C. PRIA grants any user (“Licensee”) of the Completed Work a worldwide, royalty-free, non-exclusive 
license (“License”) to reproduce the Completed Work in copies, and to use the Completed Work and 
all such reproductions solely for purposes of reviewing, evaluating and commenting upon the 
Completed Work.  NO OTHER RIGHTS ARE GRANTED UNDER THIS LICENSE AND ALL OTHER RIGHTS 
ARE EXPRESSLY RESERVED TO PRIA.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, PRIA does not 
grant any right to: (i) prepare proprietary derivative works based upon the Completed Work, (ii) 
distribute copies of the Incomplete Work to the public by sale or other transfer of ownership, or (iii) 
display the Completed Work publicly. Comments on the Completed Work must be sent to PRIA.  

Any reproduction of the Completed Work shall reproduce verbatim the above copyright notice, the 
entire text of this License and the entire disclaimer below under the following header: 

This document includes Completed Works developed by PRIA and some of its contributors, subject 
to PRIA License. “PRIA” is a trade name of the “Property Records Industry Association.”  No reference 
to PRIA or any of its trademarks by Licensee shall imply endorsement of Licensee's activities and 
products. 

D. DISCLAIMER:  THIS COMPLETED WORK IS PROVIDED "AS IS.” PRIA AND THE AUTHORS OF THIS 
INCOMPLETE WORK MAKE NO REPRESENTATIONS OR WARRANTIES (i) EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, 
INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE, TITLE OR NON-INFRINGEMENT; (ii) THAT THE CONTENTS OF SUCH 
COMPLETED WORK ARE FREE FROM ERROR OR SUITABLE FOR ANY PURPOSE; AND, (iii) THAT 
IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH CONTENTS WILL NOT INFRINGE ANY THIRD-PARTY PATENTS, 
COPYRIGHTS, TRADEMARKS OR OTHER RIGHTS.  IN NO EVENT WILL PRIA OR ANY AUTHOR OF 
THIS COMPLETED WORK BE LIABLE TO ANY PARTY FOR ANY DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES FOR ANY USE OF THIS COMPLETED WORK, INCLUDING, WITHOUT 
LIMITATION, ANY LOST PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, LOSS OF PROGRAMS OR OTHER 
DATA ON ANY INFORMATION HANDLING SYSTEM OR OTHERWISE, EVEN IF PRIA OR THE 
AUTHORS OR ANY STANDARD-SETTING BODY CONTRIBUTORS TO THIS COMPLETED WORK ARE 
EXPRESSLY ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 
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Executive Summary 
Correcting recorded documents is necessary when omissions, errors, outdated information, or new 
legal requirements are identified in a previously recorded document. The corrective process is 
required to ensure that all the information within a document is accurate, consistent, and up to 
date. The majority of states do not have statutes that directly address the process for making 
corrections.  
 
The work group distilled information assembled from government and business to identify these 
common practices. 

Definitions 
• What is an original document? 

A paper document with a wet signature is an original document.  With the adoption of 
ESIGN and UETA, the concept of “originality” as the property records industry 
traditionally thought about it has been expanded. These laws establish that an electronic 
document, with electronic signatures, satisfies the requirements of an original 
document. A printed copy of a document does not constitute an original document. A 
certified copy is generally acceptable in lieu of the original document. 

 
• What is an original signature? 

A wet signature on a document is considered an original signature. ESIGN and UETA state 
that if a law requires a signature, an electronic signature satisfies the law. An electronic 
signature is a sound, symbol, or process attached to or logically associated with a 
document and executed or adopted by a person with the intent to sign the document, 
and has the same legal effect as a wet signature. 

 
A corrective document and a re-recorded document are both used to fix errors in previously 
recorded documents, but they differ in their approach and purpose. The most common definitions 
are explained below: 
  

• What Is a Re-recorded Document? 
  

o Used to correct errors and omissions directly on the original document, such as 
typographical errors, incorrect dates, or missing information. 

o Typically, the entire previously recorded document is re-recorded, not just the 
corrected portions. 

  

https://www.fdic.gov/system/files/2024-06/x-3-1.pdf
https://www.uniformlaws.org/viewdocument/final-act-21?CommunityKey=2c04b76c-2b7d-4399-977e-d5876ba7e034&tab=librarydocuments
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• What is a Corrective Document?  
  

o Used to correct errors in the original document with a completely new document that 
is newly signed and notarized.   

o Typically, the entire new document is recorded in full.  
 

Both re-recorded and corrective documents may include a statement identifying the original 
document, the errors, and the corrections being made. 

Common Practices for Re-recording Documents 
• The original recording is corrected with one or more of the following:  

o A cover page stating the correction(s) being made. 
o An appended page stating the correction(s) being made.  
o Corrections which may be made directly on the original document. 

• The re-recorded document must follow state statutes and local practices for recording, 
including notarial requirements. 

Common Practices for Recording Corrective Documents 
• The corrective document should state what corrections are being made and refer to the 

original book and page/document number. 
• An Affidavit of Scrivener’s Error can be used to state what corrections are being made 

and refers to the original book and page/document number. 
• The corrective document must follow state statutes and local practices, if applicable, for 

recording.   

Implications for the Title Industry 
It is not the recorder’s responsibility to draw a legal conclusion when a document is presented for 
re-recording or as a corrective document, but it is important to know there may be an impact on 
future transactions, depending on curative steps taken. 
 
For example, if there is an error in a document that changes ownership interest, a re-recorded 
document may not have any legal validity because it is not re-acknowledged and could trigger a title 
insurance claim when the property is sold or refinanced. 
     
There may be different implications for the title industry based on whether a document is corrected 
or re-recorded. Each state or county may have its own requirements, but these requirements may 
not align with underwriting requirements for title insurers or lenders.  
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Conclusion 
There are circumstances which may result in the need to correct a document.  A variety of methods 
are employed by submitters and recorders across the country to correct errors or omissions on 
documents.  
 
Whether a document is submitted electronically or in paper form, it may be corrected by re-
recording electronically or in paper form. Decisions to correct a document should follow state 
statutes and local practices. 
     
 
 
 
 
 


